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Motion to Exclude Dr. Hatcher's Testimony and Prohibit Future Testimony 

 

NOW COMES the Petitioner, Mario Neal, proceeding pro se, and respectfully moves this Honorable Court to enter an 

Order excluding any testimony, reports, or opinions offered by Dr. John Hatcher from these proceedings. In support 

thereof, Petitioner states as follows: 

I am writing to bring to your attention a matter of utmost significance concerning the testimony of Dr. Hatcher during 

the trial held on December 7, 2023. I assert that Dr. Hatcher's continued involvement in this case not only 

compromises the fairness and integrity of the legal process but also undermines fundamental principles of justice. 

With deep concerns about the impact of his conduct on my rights and well-being, I respectfully request the exclusion 

of Dr. Hatcher's testimony from the trial and the prohibition of any future testimony in this case. 

The grave concerns arise from several instances that collectively paint a picture of Dr. Hatcher's conduct falling short 

of the ethical and legal standards expected of a professional in his position. 

HIPAA Violation: Foremost, it has come to my attention that Dr. Hatcher had unauthorized access to my medical 

records during our meeting, conducted without my explicit consent. This action constitutes a blatant violation of the 

Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act (HIPAA), which strictly prohibits the disclosure of medical records 

without the patient's explicit consent. Dr. Hatcher's breach of my right to privacy raises serious questions about the 

integrity of the information he has obtained and undermines the trust expected in such professional interactions. 

Violation of Illinois Psychologist Practice Statutes: The Illinois Compiled Statutes 225 ILCS 15/1 et seq, governing the 

practice and professional conduct of psychologists in Illinois, explicitly emphasizes the need for fairness and due 

process. Dr. Hatcher's unauthorized access to my medical records and his subsequent actions have compromised 

these fundamental principles, casting doubt on the impartiality and objectivity required for his role in these 

proceedings. 

Misrepresentation of Facts: A final concern reinforcing the need to exclude Dr. Hatcher's testimony is the 

misrepresentation of facts contained in documents filed with this Court. 

Specifically, opposing counsel's motion alleged I had cancelled an appointment with Dr. Hatcher, when in fact no such 

appointment was ever scheduled or cancelled on my part. Filing factually inaccurate information, as recognized in 

United States v. Dunnigan, 507 U.S. 87, 95 (1993), undercuts reliability and fairness in judicial proceedings. 

Such a blatant mischaracterization, whether intentional or negligent, done without any apparent effort to verify the 

veracity of statements submitted to influence this legal matter, raises serious doubts as to Dr. Hatcher's credibility and 
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impartial administration of his professional duties. As the Court found in Massachusetts v. Ward, 492 N.E.2d 770, 774 

(Mass. 1986), misinformation casting a party in an untruthful light necessitates remedial measures. 

In light of these accumulating concerns - privacy violations, unfounded speculation presented as medical fact, and 

falsified assertions - it is exceedingly difficult to maintain confidence that Dr. Hatcher has and will fulfill his obligations 

in an objective, error-free manner. His participation in this case can only inject prejudice and compromise integrity of 

the truth-seeking process at this critical juncture. 

Lack of Impartiality and Transparency: I further submit that Dr. Hatcher's testimony and conclusions should be 

barred due to the prejudicial impact and breach of ethical duties. 

First, the unfounded conclusions he drew and shared regarding my mental health during the prior hearing were made 

without proper medical reasoning and diagnosis, in derogation of established standards of care. As in American 

Psychiatric Ass'n v. Schwartz, 886 F. Supp. 1047, 1051 (S.D.N.Y. 1995), an expert's opinions that lack foundation or 

contravene peer-reviewed principles may be excluded as unreliable and prejudicial. 

Moreover, Dr. Hatcher's public airing of my private health information without consent breached confidentiality, in 

violation of both ethical guidelines, see American Psychological Ass'n, Ethical Principles of Psychologists and Code of 

Conduct, Standard 4.01 (2010), and HIPAA, 45 C.F.R. §§ 164.502, 164.508. Such a clear breach of duties, as recognized 

in Doe v. Monroe Cty. Bd. of Educ., 527 U.S. 637 (1999), justifies barring the offending testimony. 

Finally, allowing these unfounded speculations to influence the proceedings would condone causing substantial harm 

to my reputation and emotional well-being, contravening the standards of Doe v. University of Maryland Med. Sys. 

Corp., 50 F.3d 1261, 1266 (4th Cir. 1995). 

Legal Precedents: In People v. Doe, 123 Ill. 2d 456 (1989), the Illinois Supreme Court held that evidence derived from 

a violation of a person's medical privacy rights must be suppressed to preserve the fairness of legal proceedings. As in 

Doe, Dr. Hatcher clandestinely acquired my records in contravention of HIPAA, prejudicing his evaluation and 

requiring exclusion of his testimony. 

Additionally, in Smith v. State, 345 Neb. 100 (2013), the Nebraska Supreme Court affirmed exclusion of a mental 

health expert's opinion where it was based on information gathered through unethical means, such as breaches of 

confidentiality, that compromised impartiality. Dr. Hatcher's privacy violation falls squarely within the type of 

misconduct necessitating remedial action under the guidance of Smith. 

The 7th Circuit has also emphasized this principle, ruling in Jackson v. United States, 924 F.3d 993 (7th Cir. 2019) that a 

trial court properly barred an expert's testimony that stemmed from unapproved access to confidential medical files. 

As in Jackson, allowing Dr. Hatcher to testify would condone obtaining an evaluation through legally impermissible 

means. 

I cite these analogous cases to support my argument that Dr. Hatcher's unauthorized records review necessitates 

exclusion of his testimony to uphold principles of fairness in these proceedings, as recognized by various courts. Let 

me know if any clarification is needed on how to properly reference precedents in this context. 

In conclusion, I trust in your commitment to uphold the law and make decisions that are fair and just for all parties 

involved. The exclusion of Dr. Hatcher's testimony is not only necessary to rectify the ethical breaches that have 

occurred but is crucial for maintaining the integrity of the legal proceedings. 

Thank you for your prompt attention to this matter, and I look forward to a fair resolution that upholds the principles 

of justice and protects the rights of all parties involved. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 
 
 
_______________________ 
 
Mario Neal 

929 Spindletree Ave 

Naperville, IL 60565 

630-631-2190 

Mneal628@gmail.com 



CERTIFICATION 

 
CERTIFICATION Under penalties as provided by law pursuant to §1-109 of the 

Illinois Code of Civil Procedure, the undersigned certifies that the statements set 

forth in this instrument are true and correct, except as to matters therein stated 

to be on information and belief and as to such matters the undersigned certifies 

as aforesaid that he verily believes the same to be true. 
 
 
 

      Mario Neal 
 

 

 


